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NOW is a multi-issue political organization. Our self-defined role has
been to initiate change for the benefit of the greatest number of
people, to affect the legal and institutional structures of the society
in a way that systematically expands the choices and possibilities
available to all women. In this way, NOW takes action to bring
women, as a class, into the mainstream of society,(rather than
offering aid to individual women) in achieving personal solutions or
temporary relief from oppression, exercising all privileges and
responsibilities thereof in true partnership with men.

Elections. Please Vote on November 7™ It isvital
to our democracy that every person exercise her right
to vote. Early voting is now available at the downtown
county building, and at the branches of the library.
Some voting laws that you should remember:

?? If youareinlineat 7:00 PM on election day,
you must be allowed to vote, no matter how
long thelineis.

Bring a valid photo 1D with you.

If your registration isin question, you have the
right to a“Provisional Ballot.” Don't leave
without voting.

If you make a mistake on your ballot, you may
ask for areplacement one.

If you have any further questions about voting
or polling precincts, please call the Alachua
County Supervisor of Elections office at (352)
374-5252.
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Gainesville Area NOW Calendar
NOV 7 .. .. i i i i i e o e . . Election Day
Nov 16 .. .. .. .. .« o« . .. .. General Meeting
Nov 29 .. .. .. .. .. .. . UHC Committee Meeting
Dec7 .. ..... .. .« .. .. . .BoardMeeting
Dec 16 .. .. .. .. «. i v« oo .. ... Holiday Potluck

General meetings are at 7:00 PM, at the
Pride Community Center, 1107 NW 6 Street. Call
380-9934 for more info.

Gainesville Area NOW and UF Campus
NOW will be at the Downtown Arts Festival
the weekend of November 4" and 5.
See you there!

New T-shirts

arein! Great new
girl-cut, Ringer T's,
are now availablel
Tan/Chocolate and
Light Blue/Navy —
Sizes. Medium to
2XL. $15.00.

Chapter Elections: Gainesville Area NOW's

chapter electionswill be held at the January general
meeting. Positions available are: President, Vice-
President, Secretary, Treasurer and Historian. Anyone
wishing to run for office must have their nomination in
by November 30™. Please contact 380-9934 or
ga_now@juno.com.

NOW Holiday
Pot-L uck
Saturday, December
16™ - 7:00 pm
6825 NW 43 Place
Everyone Welcome!

g Oliday

M or ning-After Pill Campaign:
Women Are Not Fooled by FDA Morning-After Pill
Decision - Stephanie Seguin, President
(The following is an editorial that ran in the
Gainesville Sun)
The hard work of feminists has cracked the FDA's
defenses in a major way, but the battle is not over.
Make no mistake, the Food and Drug Administration's
(FDA) decison to make the Morning-After Pill
available without prescription to women 18 and older
is a victory that feminists should rightfully claim. The
Bush administration has been consistently anti-birth




control, and the FDA has ignored scientific experts and
stalled on making this decision for nearly three years.

Now, the FDA would like us to believe that they
have finally given in, so we can give up fighting. We're
not fooled. This decision essentially traps the Morning-
After Pill behind the counter and further redtricts it
only to pharmacies. The FDA even goes so far as to
make Barr Labs (the makers of Plan B) promiseto hire
"secret shoppers' to ensure pharmacists are enforcing
the age limit. No ID. No Birth Contral.

In 2003, an FDA expet pand voted
overwhelmingly that the Morning-After PFill should be
available over-the-counter for women of all ages. One
pandlist said it was safer than aspirin. Last | checked, |
dont need to show ID to get aspirin. My husband
doesn't need to show ID to buy condoms. Why are
women redricted from buying birth control that
women in 46 other countries can get as easly as
shampoo?

If Plan B were granted full over-the-counter status,
it would be on the shelf next to aspirin and could be
sold at gas stations and grocery stores. Given that it is
most effective when taken within 24 hours after sex,
women need immediate access to it. The American
Academy of Pediatrics, the American Medical
Association and the FDA's own scientists all agree that
women of all ages need over-the-counter access. Now,
the FDA expects women to jump for joy because they
made a move that only amounts to a fraction of what
we really deserve.

For the past three years there has been an
increasingly strong movement calling for over-the-
counter access to this safe, effective, after-sex birth
control method. We have been calling the FDA out on
letting white house politics trump science. With this
new decison they've thrown us a bone, and they're
hoping now well all sit on our hands. Now is the time
to go full steem ahead for real over-the-counter
access. We've shown we can move mountains, we can
doit again.

Feminist leaders right here in Gainesville have been
leading this national grass-roots movement. In January
2005, a lawsuit was filed (Tummino v. von
Eschenbach) charging the FDA with applying a sexist
double standard to Plan B that is not applied to other
drugs. Five local feminist leaders are plaintiffs in that
lawsuit.

Recently, a senior FDA scientist testified under oath
that Acting Deputy Commissioner Dr. Janet Woodcock
informed her of the need to appease the
"adminigtration's congtituents® by rejecting
over-the-counter status for women of all ages and then
approving it later on with an age redriction. This
contradicts Woodcock's earlier testimony that she

wasn't aware of any political pressure. (The depositions
can be found online at www.reproductiverights.org).

In order to uncover the full extent of the
administration's influence on the Plan B application,
our attorneys are requesting a subpoena to access
White House documents. They also seek to depose Jay
Lefkowitz, a former White House domesgtic policy
advisor, regarding his conversations with former FDA
Commissoner Marc McClellan during the FDA's
review process of Plan B.

Along with bringing a lawsuit against the FDA,
several local groups are members of the Morning-After
Pill Conspiracy, a coalition of feminist groups that are
fighting for full over-the-counter accessfor Plan B. We
believe that if you are old enough to get pregnant, you
are old enough to decide you don't want to be pregnant.

The Morning-After Pill Conspiracy will continue to
fight for  over-the-counter  access  without
restrictions. Women should have all the tools for
preventing pregnancy at our disposal. Deciding when
and if we are having children is a cornerstone of our
freedom. Behind-the-counter access is a step in the
right direction, but according to the FDA's press
release it isthe final step! We need to keep fighting!

O Pride Community Center
of North Central Florida

PO Box 5383
PRIDECC Gainesville, FL 32627
e ——— (357) 377-8915
N & «F pridecommunitycenter.org

THE FLORIDA NOW CONFERENCE 2007

Orlando NOW is hosting the 2007 Florida NOW
Conference at the Ivanhoe Plaza Hotel, located
in downtown Orlando. The conference is January
5th-January 7™. Conference information and
registration can be found on www.flnow2007.org.

Gainesville Area NOW president - Stephanie
Seguin will speak about the Morning-After Pill
Campaign, and the Universal Health Care
Committee will give a demonstration on how to
host a house-party.

We are proud to announce that two strong
Gainesville feminists are running for State
Office. Come to the conference and show
your support for Lisa Labbe and

Kelly Mangan.




University of Florida Campus NOW

UF/SFCC Campus NOW is under new |eadership!
President: Claire Beach

Vice Presdent: Katie Walters

Secretary: Briana Lampert

Treasurer: Andiara Lima

Membership Director: Shannon Boyer

Contact Info:
uf.cnow@gmail.com 904-377-3133

Campus NOW Calendar
Nov 7 (7:30 pm) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . Board Meeting
Nov 16 (TBA) .. .. .. .. .. General Meeting
Dec 7 (7:30 pm) .... .. .. .. .. .. General Meeting

Please call for location. Board meeting open to
all members.

M or ning-After Pill Panel:

Gainesville Women Take on the FDA

On September 27", Gainesville Area NOW joined its fellow
MAP Conspiracy groups, the National Lawyers Guild, and
the Civic Media Center to host a pand discussing the recent
FDA decision to make the Morning-After Pill available
behind the counter. The event was a great success. We raised
money and rallied the troops to continue to fight for access
for all women.

???

Host a Healthcar e Party!

Would you like to:
?? Stop worrying about depending on your
employer or husband for health insurance?
?? Have universal, publicly-funded health care for
everyone?
?? Get insurance companies out of health care?

Host a party to help spread the word about the
National Health I nsurance Act and the feminist role
in thelocal and national
campaign.

Gainesville area NOW
members are available to
speak to your friends,
family, and co-workers
about what you can do to
work towards universal
heath care that is not tied

to ajob or relationship.

Contact Jessica Livingston 352-335-0320 or Natalie
Maxwell 352-262-6234 to set a date and time for your party.

Book Review: virginity or Death!: And Other Social
and Political Issues of Our Time by Katha Pollitt
A Short Review by Jessica Livingston

| am an avid reader of The Nation, but | most look
forward to reading Katha Pallitt’s column. Pallitt is one of
the few female political columnists|et alone feminist
political columnists out there. Her analysisis insghtful,
articulate, and witty. So when | heard her columns from the
past five years were collected in one volume - Virginity or
Death! - | had to check it out. In this collection she writes on
topics ranging from the Taliban and Abu Ghraib to Terri
Schiavo and stem cell research. A significant number of her
columns are on topics of particular interest to Gainesville
Area NOW members - feminism, reproductive rights,
healthcare, and childcare. Her response to timid pro-choicers
who want to reframe the debate about abortion to give the
pro-choice position mass moral appeal ? “ There's a word that
doesn’t show up much in the new abortion frames: ‘women.’
Maybe it doesn’t poll. ‘Reframing’ abortionisactually a
kind of deframing, a way of taking it out of itsreal-life
context, which is the experience of women, their bodies,
their healthcare, their struggles, the caring work our society
expects them to do for free.” She also criticizes the rhetoric
of personal choice - whether talking about beauty standards
or “the mommy wars’ - that does not mention “social
pressure or male desires.” Pollitt’ s columns are so enjoyable
to read because sheis bold and humorousin her criticism

without ever veering from her point.
???

Gainesville Area NOW operates exclusively through members~”
contributions and fund-raising. Every time we put out a newsletter, it
costs us hundreds of dollars, due to printing and postage costs. This
comes out of our limited treasury. In keeping with the times, we
would like to send as many newsletters as possible via email. There
are added benefits this way. You will receive your newsletter faster,
it will be in color, with better graphics, and you can either print it
out, or save it on your computer. Don T worry, those of you who do
not have a computer, or cannot receive attachments, will still be able
to get your NOWIetter sent snail-mail. We don 1 want anyone to miss
out, we te just trying to keep our overhead to a minimum. If you
know that you would like to receive your newsletter through email,
please send a note to lisa@gainesvillenow.org. Thank you.
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Would you like to advertise in the Gainesville Betty J. Addison

Area NOWIetter? Let the community know that CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
you support women' s issues and that your
businessis progressive!

We ar e now accepting business-card sized ads.

Tax Planning & Preparation
Complete Accounting Service

Please contact Lisa@gainesvillenow.org for Small Business Consulting
information. Peachtree & Quickbooks Consulting
Members $15.00 Non-members $25.00 Phone 352-337-0903 Fax: 352-336-8118

biaddison@msn.com

Allison Gilbert, Lori TiNNEY, < -cocn oo oo oo oo oo
and other Gainesville i NOW is funded solely by its members fund-raising and the |

: contributions of supporters. In order to bring women’ srights to :
ﬁ\]rea N?V\tl r?i? bglrjs Aat | the forefront of the minds in Washington, we need your !
€ protest of the 1 support. Please be generous. Credit card donations can be made !

decision to make the '\ at Paypal.com using the address paypal @gai nesvillenow.org.

Morning-After Pill behind | | would like to donate: ;
the counter, instead of ; $15 $25 $50 $100 other |
granting full access to all | Mgl contributions to: Gainesville Area NOW :
women, of all ages. | P.O. Box 2235 ;

Gainesville, FL 32602-2235

Membership Application
I wish to join NOW and commit myself to take action to bring women into full participation in the
mainstream of American society now, exercising full rights and responsibilities in
equal partnership with men.

Nam e:

Address: Ph one:
Ciy: State: Zp: En adladdress:

Natbnal State, & Locald ues: Am ount encbsed :
$35 00 Rej ubr $1500 34 00 Sk iy Scak

v oul Be tojoin: ( anesvilk Area NOW UFCam pus NOW

Checks canbem ad e out to:6 anhesvilk Area NOW and m aikd to PO Box 2235, ¢ ahesvilk, H.32602



